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FALMILLA

MO MNTAIN COHLIESE

I thig Mexicn, or i2 it Southern Califormia?
Vikitors io Los Cabos, at the tip of the Baja penin-
sula 1000 miles south af San hego, Califarnia
and separated from mainland Mexico by the Sea
of Cortez, will find an intriguing mix of both
worlds, Once a tiny, dilapidated village known
primarily for its rowdy spring break crowds and
legendary sport fishing tournaments, “Cabo,” as
thie region is casually referred ta by visiiors, has
been transformed in the last ten years into one of
thie hottest golf destinations in the world. [n fact,
readers of American Airlines® in-flight magazine,
Celebrated Living, just rated the Oeean Course at
Cabo del Sol number three in their bop 20 list of
international goll courses. Yel while Cabo’s hip
new restaurants, five-star hotels and real estate
prices are beginning toe mesemble those of
Southern Califomia, somehow the ovenall vibe
remains funky, laid-back Mexico,

BUT CABO 1S MUCH MORF

into a final outiling of rock known as Land's End -
thee southernmost tip of the Baja peninsula
Sheltered by the mainland, which separates the Sea
of Cortez from the hurricancs thal plague the Gulf
of Mexico, Los Uabos boxsts nears perfect woeakher
almest year-round

Ome reason Cabo |s so popular with visibors = that it
bt ved compleiely commercialized. While Cancun
et earmid a r.'rlurntinn as thae " Las Vepas of Mexioo,”
Cabo shill retains its quirky charm. When you arrive
al Los Cabos Internatbonal Alrport, you descenc from
thix plane inbo the hot sun dinecily onto the mmway
larmas, then bead far the small, shelbdby  erminal (o
collect vour huggrage before clearing customs. During
the rigke o YT hotel, i vou sk the driver will stop
im a1 ome of the dny convenbence markets along the
dusty road tobuy cervesas for the ride. IS workh Ehe
stop, q—-ipn'i.:li_l.' i your hoteld lies at gthe far ond of the
X-rnile irip to Caba San Lucas.

ate with a Hme dhare agent, you can receive up bo S0
percent off of those fees, even on prime moming tee
times. Yes, you'll have toosit through a time-share
presentation during your stay, but it's not as bad as
it sownds. First of all, the pnunhﬂ:iq:-na- cam be a
y.t'l.'l-l.‘i wary o preview a hol new resar, so il you re
even thinking about attending one, you might as
well get the most for your time with a discount at
ome of the area's top courses. And if yoa fall in love
with Los Cabog and plan 16 retumi, as 0 many do,
owning a time share can be @ good hedge against
escalating hotel rates. But if vou'd rather pay full
price for your golf than endiine a fime share piich,
-.inl.r-l:r tell thee agenis :|.'|.'lu':|." ﬂ]rl.'..l.d:!.' & onvieer, amd
thoy Il leave you alone

Escape the erowds at the Westin Resort and Spa

The best place to stay in Los Cabes depends on your
!.;m'l'r. fer your vacation [} you want fo avirkd thie
bustling crovweds of Cabo Sam Lucas, and simply com-

THAN A LOCATION ON A MAP. IT IS WHERFE THE DESERT
RUNS MEFETS THE SEA. A PLACE OF STARK CONTRASTS THAT 15 AT ONC
DESOLATE AND STUNNINGLY BEAUTIFLUIL.

Los Cabes i3 a munidpality located in the Bexican
stabe of Baja Californda Sur, & |'-|-|'|i:'m.|la ihat extends
woutheasd from California, and separates the Pacibc
Ccean on the Western side from the Sea of Cortez
{abo known as the Guli of Californda), which lies
betwesn the penirsula and mainland Mexico. The
resort negion of Leos Cabwe, also known as “the
Corridor,” s a 20-mile stretch of shoreline alpng the
castern side of the peninsula, book-ended by the colo-
nial gty of San Jose diel Cabo a1 the northern end and
the o of Cabo San Lacas af the southernmast tip
of the penimsula.

Bt Cabio is much more than a lecation on a map. [t is
wihere the desert rans mesets the 26, a pl.'u'l.' of 2tark
coirasis that 5 al onee desalale and 'h'l1lmli=ll,|.'J:|
bBeantiiul. Think Arizona, with an oo viesy. G
saguam cactus dot the brosn sides of the Siema de
Laguna mountains, which mumble down to the s=a

That's rust ko say commercialism isn 't alive and well in
this desert nasis. In fact, most of whal yoo need (o
know absout Cabo can be summed ap in bvo words
tme shares, The "vacaton ownership” industry has
an gverwhelming prosenc here, and maost of the
hotels have tme share programs that they promote
heaviby In fact, the adrpodt B currently undengaing
TR sy comsiruction, nod o make rooan for miome
renibal ear or airlinge counders, but bo accommadate all
of ther time shane companies that doboasiness thiene

But before you brush by the seps there shouting
offers, know this: if vou plan io play golf and ane will-
img o give up a few howrs of your vacation, these air-
Perrt Coniers ane the st P'l'liil." ix sirike a deal. Laoll
im Los Cabos is expersive, starting amound 3100 for
off-soason twilkghl foes and rocketing up o $350 a
ol during peak season at the most soughi-after of
thie resort courses. I you take the time here 1o negoati-

CABO DEL SOL DESERT

binie a feswr rounds of godf with witer relaxation and
Iu'-.u.r:.'. the Westin Bosort and F-p.:u, o of the hotels
an the north end of the corridar rearest the alirport,
1% a heavenly option. Bullt into a mountain hallssde
Facing the ooean, the Westin's anique, carved archi-
tectuine and deserl color scheme make Il look as [ i
grew out of the natural landscape, The design pays
|'||||l|-15-|' {1 L ArCies, e [amvous natural arch ai
Land's End, with an arch carved irto the front of
the hoted that provides voor first glimpee of thee
ocean from the open-air hotel lobby, Seven swim-
g ].'ll.l-u-|.--. e restaurants, and a luxunous spa
and htness center round oot the full li34 of amena-
thes. Amid while there is no golf course on property,
it's just a short drive or tax] ride 10 some of the best
golf in Los Cabos, including the Palmilla and Cabo
Real golf clubs., and thee is 8 nine-hole palting
coursr sitpabed directly on the beach where vou
can practice your short stick skills
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For ther ultimabe in selasaon, the YWestin P!I'.‘lll'ldl?ﬁ d
laxuricous spa facility, called :..mp]:..' The 5|'m. Aller a
o of !;nll. book a FASEAGE () the beach, and
ey vour treatment in onie of the private cabanas,
whaene the crash of waves and the ooean breeees will
lull wou i uiter contentment.

Thie restaurants at the Westln run feoim cascal p-m'l-
side fame to fine dining, all in open air restaurants
averlooking the ocean. La Cascada features nightly
buffets with a theme - seafood one nighl, steak the
next The mostly ouldoor venoe has a casual, relaxed
feed where you can £it and enjoy the evenng brecee
and s whew of the ocean theough thee hotel's main
arche The breakfast budfet includes a dizsyving array of
Mexican dishes and specialty ooffess served inoa
French pess,

For a special evening, head to Armecifes, wihene live
jazx, Mickering candies and & high perch overlooking
the soa combine (o provide the perfect romantic sct
ing Chiel Frameis Dielllien and his team dellves cm-
ative dishie= that huse Mexscan cuisinge with Chriemtal
and French infhaenos, such a= a soafood appetizer of
scallop ceviche, seared tumna and smoked shrimp
servied i fried wonson tacos. Bui the real star of this
mestaurant i the service. Atlentive, fenadly and pro-
fessiomal, the staff quiethy anticipate vour needs with-
out ever breaking the mood, After dinner, head ouf fo
ithe adjacent On the Kocks bar to lounge on the couch-
e or stargaee through the '.'tl'[l;ﬁl.'l.‘"!-l;‘ for a |:I'LI|:| T
orable end to the evening,

The Westin ks also closer to San Josa del Cabo, & qui-
etor, more sedile bwn than (t's |‘1.1lm.|:|. siaber &l e
otheer end of the corridor. While Cabo San Lucast is the
famous party spod, in San Jose, red-tiled roofs,
lHJi-l.'.l'll-l.' peskanirants and abundant ﬂlI:IF].'lh'I;'.;_ Aklract a
quibser crowd.

Design yoar own course at Falmilla

v seems hard o believe that Cabo was nod known for
golf until recently. Ik all slarted back in 1593, when
Palmilla Hesort inow the Cne and Cnly Palmillay
dicbuted the first Jack Nicklass skgnatume design In
Latin America. Palmilla's 37 hobe layout is the perfect
place to start your goliing advenbine in Cabo, and it's
only five minutes from the Westin, Managed by
Trosor Gl the clul features three nine-hoke courses -
the Armyn, the Mountain and the Ooran courses -
each with five sets of bee boxes, 5o you can mix and
makch dozens of layowls bo croabe your own perfect
erghiven. And don’t be fooled by the names inio
insasting on the Ocean Course, the views are spectac-
wdar novmaatfer which coombimabon you s 10 Fl|l:|.'

For D!:JM'J-H'. [t IJ"-I.':I'I'I.l'II'I}' ehevated tee boses on e
Blouninin Course, YO CAD S0 the okenn sup.lllr'l».lln;:i kn
the distapce bobosy. At the crest of the clisd to the
numbeer one bee box, you'll see the azure waters beck-
oning off i your right, while the pristine emerald

e wew, becrgeifermagaine oom

fairway and a winding desert armovo awadl yvour e
shid bedome. Don't mistake the  amovos for fainvay
bunkers, these giard swaths of desort ane [illed with a
heavy, gravedly sand that can be tricky to sssape. Take
am exira club, plice the ball well back in vour stanoe to
ensure ball-first cortact, and be sune o follos through,

I'!p' Far e arvosd clulh'uﬁ:in; heole o thie MNasisisin
course is number five, a wicked par-d with & double
carry that will have vou second guessing your choic-
es right from the start. A yawning ravine divides the
first four tee boxes from the narmow Bbrway, requir-
:nrr_ a I||.1n5 180~ Iliyard carry ol the b, 'I'I'u.' hurw::p
ruirs at a diagonal g the e o, setling wp the flst
chaoices do you aim leht towand the near, wider end of
the fairweay and make sune you carry the canyon® If
yoia da, vou'll almest certaindy have to lay up on your
sevond shot. The Ii:l_'!.' farget greon s Far below, sep-
arated from the fairway by the canyon agaiin, and sur-
roumsded by desert arpoyo and brush, This isa taly a
risk-revward hole.

Alter watching the ooean from your vaniage point in
the mountains, the Ooean Course brings you back
diown to sea level. Here the views get up dose and
p:'rpmul, a% on the coursss thind hode, whene a walk
shirwn the fadrway onids al a green that is builk practi-
cally on top of the beach

Palmilla delivers one of the best golf values i Cabo,
where rounds bop ol arcypngd 5350 per person d_l:nng
prame season. A mound ab Palmilky can t:-t' had for
bt S100 hesa, and the goll is every bit as scenic
and challenging as the more expensive Layouts. This
makes it a good warm up for Cabos most soughi
atter tee ime, Cabo del Sal's Ooean Course.,

Find the hidden gem at Cabo del 5ol

1§ yomi wand 1o b closer toe the action in wen, bui
roenain chose bo the golf, head furthor down the cor-
ridor boward Cabo San Luea and the Sheraton
Hacienda del Mar. Slighily mone affordable than the
Westin, the hotel has a completely different feel,
exuding the Old World dharm and hospitality ol a
Mexican haclenda, Stucoo walls, wooden beams, and
Bboxican file ansd stone are used throughout the build-
ing=. A strll throogh the groands will alss eveal
nalive bouches such as an anthque teqully press and
Mlexkcan glass fibe murals. But don't think you'll be
mugl'dng it hitre = an hﬁnil}' |:|-|;u.'|| looks out over the
beach, glving the ilheskon that you ane loating B oibe
acw a8 you enjoy oockiails broughi o vow by Frsend]y
wallers fsom the r1n.1.rh}' r.1.|.1.p-.1 har For a i'l-'\-rf-'\-rl &Eif1-
st dinner, head bo de Cocter, and ask for an ousdoor
[ 1 T n.hu,n'nnh a loaw skone wa]lmpurﬂh'l.nu froem
the waves crashing on the beach,

Surrounding the Sheraton grounds is the lamed Cabo
el Sol Calf Club, which features o 18-hale tracks,
the Ckven Cowrse and the somewhal misnarmed
Desert Course. A= with Palmilla, ocean views ane

plentiful on both oumses. The Nicklivs-designed
Ocean Course is the star and has eamed acoolades
sucth as Golf Hap;nril'u:\-'i ""I'hp 1M Coarrsas in ihe
World® and Travel & Lefsure Golfs “Best Golfl Kesort
in Mexoo and Latin America” As o result, it come
mands the premium price of S350 & round in peak
saason. The prices don' seem o be mach of a deter-
renil=oen a recend visll, the clb hiad a full e sheet of
golfers lining up bo play

The Ceean Course eams its repulation as the “Pebble
Beach of Mexieo® with spectacular, scenic holes tha
run right al thie Sa of Conter, Un the par-3 wmy-
anth, you'll be hard pressed o bl the green with the
distraction of waves crashing on the boeach just off to
wosar e, The thinee finishing holes ane truly breath.
taking, and Micklaus himself & repubed to have said
thery are “the thnee finest finishing holes in all of golf.”
The trio startz with the sixteenth, a gentle, downhill
doglee par-d that tums gracefully (o the left bowands
the beach, where a barge, well-bunkered green takes
i ey 13T Mﬁ-- of ke sea, O Bhe  eourse's f-lﬁﬂﬂll:ﬂ.l
hashis, the par-3 seventeenth, the fee shot nequins a
camry ower a sandy oove o mech a small green
perched on a granite rock outeropping. With the
T r:'.\.'lrllnﬁ in frone and to the right of the green,
glliers can be longiven for dawdling here 1o capiure
the view with their cameras. Youll beel the salt spray
as you walk to the 18th tee, a shont but tricky par4
that stretches out aleng ocean from tee o green,

Once you'ne notchied your belt with o round at the
COovan Course, be sure to retum o play the Tom
Welslopodi-desigred Desort Course. Youll find a high.
Iy engaging lavout that's poeady as seemc and highly
underrated, as it has been overshadiowed by ite more
famaus bwin, Afer playing the Desert Course, you
may lied yourself lelling your (Hends that you've
foumd b hidden gem of Los Cabos golf. The inland
Liyaiat dholbivors 150-degres viows al the sea from noar-
Iy every hale. The course varies in length from 55060
ko A0 yands, with five sets of bees, and river wath-
&5, subtle changes in elevation and dramatic bunker-
g make it a hun best of golt for any level of plaver.

Bore golfT Why not!

Ii yoma haven't wet had your fill of ocean views, moon.
tainside toe bowes and desert arroves, head o Cabo
Heal Golf Club. Home Bo two Senior Slams, and a host
of other prestigious golf tourmaments, the 6,958 yard
Cabo Heal Golf Course designed by Boben Trem
fomes 11 has what B considered the toughest frond
ning in golf in L Cabes

The course takes you fird up B0 the mountains,
l.'li.m];lin; 460 (et above sea bewel o the sixth hole
beforne bringing vou back down o the coran below,
The 15th tee is directly on the beach, and plavs near
Ehee sard & Fromd of the hotel pmptrll.r—u of Mella Cabo
Bieal and the Las Ventanas al Paraia

Finally, if your wallet & starting o feel the pain of
L300 rounads, bead to Cabo San Lucas Country Clulb,



[t's the ||I'||:|. conarse sbwabed n the own of Cabo San
Lucas, and here vou can enjoy a rouend (or under $200
Yirk the Peter Dhve dis<iign i no Livup, At 625 vards, thae
p.::-"n sgyenth hiode is the lomgest golf hobe in Mexioo,
taking you on a doubie doghep our o rounsd a lake that
willl ek wonar every =kill

Take a walk an the wild side in Cabo San Lucas
There 15 of course, plenty te do in Cabo other than
polf. Sport fishing is still king i this towmn, which is
hvime b some of the Blggest Blue marlin in the workd,
a5 wedl as other billfish species such as dorado and
wahoo You'll find no shortage of charters willing to
help yoin land your very own calch. Flan on eaving
wvarly, af dawn, and spending at keast o half day on B
wilcr, Cabo promodcs a catch and release prOgrm,
bt il your're dhetermined fo take it home, bring a Large
cooler, the fish obften run feveral hundred pounds.
Al iF WOk can't walt tll sl et Tnisavae lav I-|.'|I'||.i'|||_' WML
cabch, several of the maring restaurants m Cabo San
Lucas will even conk 5t b order for vou

LCabaSan Lucas is the place to go for nighitlife. Sammy
Hagar’s famous nightelub, Cabo YWabo, & here, and
the fock singer Celebrates his birihday there every
yvear in Cctober. The Giggling Marlin, Carols and
Charlies and Fr.'llmd Rose are other ['q'-pul.u' desting-
tions for serous partiers. Bui Cabo s also quickly
adapting to the ncneasingly divers tourist popola-
Hom thad visis each VIEkT W ith -.I'm-|'m._ prstaurants amd
activities designed to appeal to every taste. Taxis ane
growing expensive, but theyne still the best option
inbo b from the corridor hotels, Ask the taxi driv-
or b drop you at the marina, it's a good central paint
fior alll that Cabo San Lucas has b offer

More to do
T relax from all the golf, head 10 ane of the many

brachies. Al the southern end of the corridor, b
Cabo San Lucas, ks Playa Medano, the main
swimming beach where watercraft rentals are
|II|_-||||I'||!. Commandesr a |et =ki, g0 parasabling.
ar lake a waler taxi to Lovers beach, a sirip of
sand among the rocks at Lands End where vou
can walk from the Sea of Cortez to the Pacific side
of the peninsula in just minutes. [F you're feeling
mare adventurous, vou can book a snorkel cruise,
s=cuba dive, take one of the many ALY bours orF
ricie horseback along the beach, courtesy of tour
companics such as Baja's Aclivities. A recent
addition 1o the mix is Cabo Dolphins, where you
can swim and play in a pood with & boattlenosed
dl'llpl'llll.. M HE TN wherne :I.'|'III| sl aor aly il
tare takes you, Labo delivers

About Los Cabos

Transportation: Many airlines offer flights from
Texas into Los Cabos International Airport,
including American Airlines, America West,
Continental Airlines and Mexicana Adr

Weather: Warm and tropical year-round. Hot
g humed i the suimmer. Liake uln'u:n-_'r-q_-.!rlf.'
fall {Augusi-October] s the rainy season.

When to go: Depends on your agenda. Sport
fishing tournaments are beld during the sum-
mer and fall months. Whale walching season is
December through March, when grey whales
migrate south from Alaska. Golf is year-round,
but aviid the crowds and the heat, go in early
spring or late fall

For mone mlformstion: A good web site with Hve
beach cams of Calo San Lucas is:
vowwsallaboutcabo.com.

Bibocca MacDonald i= a freelance wnter Ei'c'lnp‘ in
Apsiting TX. Condact her at: neboocaiforeenioomieruomm

ALL INCLUSIVE GOLF INY

Includes

FREE Breakfast &
FREE Lunch

TOUR 18 - Humble
{(Mon-Thurs)
281-540-1518

SOUTHWYCK - Pearland
(Mon-Thurs)
713-436-9999

RIVERCHASE - Coppell
(Mon-Fri)
972-462-8281

LONGWOOD - Cypress
{Mon-Fri)
281-373-4100

BEAR CREEK - Houston
(Mon-Thurs)
281-859-8B188

PECAN VALLEY - San Antonio

(Mon-Fri)
210-333-9018

Call For Details & Current Rates

www.palmergolf.com
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